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suitcase and left Massillon, an unprecedented thing for a
young unmarried girl to do. To the end of her days she
never communicated with her parents, nor her parents with
her. That there was a row is indisputable, but the exact
cause of the trouble can only be surmised. The inventive
Chronicle reporter suggested that "she came to this coast
about the time the Professor took the journey overland
through the romantic sagebrush"; but Flora did not meet
Chaney until three years later, in Seattle. We would give
a great deal to be able to follow her trail during those three
obscured years in which she travelled from city to city
earning her living by giving piano lessons; from the evidence
one is led to believe that it would not be a pretty tale.

Professor Chaney writes, " Flora was known as my wife
in the same lodging-house where she had passed as the wife
of Lee Smith. It was a very respectable place, and one day
when I came home I found all the lodgers moving away and
great excitement throughout the house. As soon as I
entered the room Flora locked the door, fell on her knees
before me, and between sobs begged me to forgive her. I
said I had nothing to forgive. Finally, after much delay and
pleading she confessed about Lee Smith and said the lodgers
were leaving on account of her being known as Miss Well-
man, Mrs. Smith, and Mrs. Chaney all at nearly the same
time. Had I followed my first impression I should have left
her then, and it would have saved years of misery. But my
own life had been a broken one, and on reflection I forgave
her."

Chaney first met Flora Wellman in the home of Mayor
Yesler of Seattle, who came from Ohio and knew the Well-
man family. Flora was stopping with Mayor and Mrs.
Yesler; they confided to Chaney that she came from very
respectable people, but that she had done something wrong.
This undisclosed something wrong had probably been the
cause of Flora's leaving home. Chaney was intimate with
the Yeslers; he came often to their house; and when he later
encountered Flora in San Francisco they met as old friends.

What kind of man was Jack London's father?  Of his